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Report on Investigation of Spawning Grounds, Bear 
Alaska Peninsula, Port  Xoller Distr ic t ,  Season 2924. 
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Early i n  August, 1924 a s m e y  of the Sockeye Salmon Spawning grounds 
was made a t  Bear and Sandy Lakes on the Alaska Peninsula i n  the v ic in i ty  of 
P o r t  L?oller* A l l  of  the t r ibu tar ies  were examined and the spawning grounds 
along the shore8 of the lakes were closely inspected. The accompanying map, 
w h i l e  not intsnded t o  be considered absolutely correct f rom 8 geoJogical 
standpoint, ia given merely f o r  the purpose of  i l l u s t r a t ion  and is accusste 
er_ough t o  be used as a guide to  any future expedition which may be made. The 
folloming report of  the investigation contains estimates sdr t o  the nmber o f  
f i s h  i n  the lakes and streams %rid a re  intended t o  be rather oonservative. 

The m i t e r ,  accompaniee by two native ~ a c k e r e ,  departed from Port Nollcr 
3annery A u g u s t  6th. 
vhich is situated a t  the mouth of Sear aivgr, on the Facif ic  American Fisheries 
Stearner %odoc." From that point on a l l  travel was made e i ther  on foot or i n  
8 twenty-eight f o o t  bidarka, w&hich mas rented f o r  the purpose of transporting 
the o u t f i t  and s u p l i e s  t o  Bear Iake. The t r i p  f r o m  Bear River Village t o  
Bear lake  was made on f o o t  and the boat was lined up the river. 
w a s  established a t  the lower end o f  Bear lake and fron there both  Bear and 
Sandy lakes and all t r ibu tar ies  were explored. 
value i n  covering Bear Iake and on the return t r i p  down Bear River. The t r i p  
fron Bear Lake t o  Sandy Lake was made on f o o t ,  the distance between the lakes 
b e i q  anproximately twenty rnflee The 
return tri? was made over the same route a f t e r  the streams were inspected, 
three days being required t o  make the round trip.  
Bear River Village i n  the Bidarka via  Bear 3iver the party walked alozg the 
3aach t o  F o r t  mol lor ,  a distance o f  about twelve miles, arr iving there 
A u g ; l s t  13th. j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  meet the Pacific American Yisheries Steamer 
"Catherine D", which was the l a s t  boat o f  the season t o  l e w e  that point. 
Perfect weather conditione were enuountered throughout the t r i p  unti l  . 
the last day and the winds t ides &nd the condition o f  the streams were 
favorable making i t  possible t o  make unusually good time i n  traveling. 
Ordinarily this t r i p  would require from ten t o  f i f teen  dags. 

The party was t m s p o r t e d  as far as Bear River Village, 

A base camp 

The boat  proved t o  be of great 

and requiring about nine hours t i m e .  

A f t e r  returning t o  

Bear Iake. 
Bear Uke  is approxima:ely ei&ht miles long and averages about three 

miles i n  width. I t  l i e s  Yortkri7est and Southeast and i s  about ten miles from 
the mouth of Bear Xver ,  but on account of having t o  f o l l o w  the r ive r  i t  
require6 about eight hour8 t o  make the t r i p  on f o o t ,  
pounds a t  the 1o;ver end of the lake extending on both sides of the out le t  
t o  each s ide  of the lake, where the-e were a great many Sockeye Salmon 
spawning. 
Bear River below the out le t  of the lake. There are  also good sgawninp qrounds 
at the head o f  the fake extendi?q pract ical ly  all the way across the lake 
and d o m  the South shore f o r  a distance of over two miles. %e80 grounds 
were well covered with Socksp3s and larqa numbers mere lyinf3 outside the 
t w a  creek mouths at the head of the lake. 

ed that not less than 300,000 Socke: 

There a re  good spawning 

Several hundred Sockeye Salmon mere also observed spawning i n  

!?he lake waa a l p r e n t l y  vel1 



Creek To. 1. 
Creek Yo. 1. empties i n t o  u q e r  3ear River aboa t  one mile above the 

Lake on the lefthand side. I t  is  about twenty f e e t  w5de a t  the mouth averag- 
ing s ix  inches i n  depth and diminishing i n  s ize  very gxaduallr. 
imately four miles in  length and i s  the only stream that run8 thru  the valley 
a t  the head of the lake i n  mhich the water is  not mud3y. 
gravel bottom and i s  not very 6 d f t  a t  arty Foint. 
this creek a re  ideal spawning Crounds and were well coverec. w i t h  Sockeye 
Sabon. I t  was qnite evident thzt the season v a s  jizst s tar t ing,  RS there 
weye but v e q  few dead f i s h  t o  be seen and out o f  a number o f  fish txamind 
only about f i f t y  percent were dead riye. 
and i t  is thot t3at  th i s  creek w i l l  be filled t o  the headwaters with as many 
f i s h  as it can possibly accomo3at.e. It f a  eatimsted t%t there weye abmt  
75,000 Sockeye salmon i n  t y i s  creek a t  the time o f  inspection. 

I t  is apprt3x- 

This creek has a 
The f i rs t  three n i l e s  of 

?he fish were s t i l l  entering the creel: 

Creek To. 2. 
CreekYo. 2, a t r i f l e  s m l l e r  in  size than Crertk YO. 1, empties into 

Bear Uke  on the south shore abozlt one and onehalf milos f r o m  the head of the 
lake. % i s  creek i s  swift and fu l l  of  boulders and, w h i l e  not considered as 
good a sgawni.?s gro-and as Creek 50. 1, there mere arproximately 20,000 
Sockeye Salmon i n  the creek and more comiri in. 
long this creek is, but the salmcn ascend it  f o r  a distance of abont two miles. 

I t  i s  not known ju s t  how 

S ~ R T  Lake. 
SandZJ Lake is  located anpoximately twenty miles Tortheast o f  gear w e .  

It is rectangnlar i n  shape and is about six miles long and three rr,ilee ~7ide .  
The lake i s  v e v  shallotv, the northern half o f  the lake i s  f i l l e d  v i t h  sand 
bare and the water i n  the Torthern hslf and lower end o f  Me lake is very 
muddy. The South shore o f  the lake is unsuitable f o r  syawnixxg grounds with 
the exception of a short distance a t  the Southeast corner of the lake wfiere 
about two hundred Sockeye SEtlmcn were spawning. 
i n  the lake and practically none i n  the streams above. Thirteen hours wtm 
spent in  examining the streams above the lake and during that t ine only eleven 
Sockeyes were observed . There i s  only one good clear  stream emptying i n t o  
Sand3 Lake, which is  marlre2 Creek 170. 3. on the mzip.zecompangin9 th i s  reyort. 
I t  i s  about tvPo n i les  long and furnishes good spawning grounds, b u t  i t  contained 
no f i s h  a t  the time of  inspection. 

According t o  all reports f r o m  the natives and othc-s who a re  acauainted 
with this  d i s t r i c t ,  there never has been a Cood run o f  Sociwye Salmon in  
Sandy Iake and i t  is not considerec! by the wri ter  t o  be a very favomble or 
importa9t slnawning ground for the Sockeye Salmon. 

There mere but v e q  few f i s h  

A l l  streams and lakes vfsited were observed t o  be fkll of  Dol ly  Varden 
Trout of  a l l  sizes,  and but very fev younit Sockeps P-.hor, vehe observed i n  
any of  the lakes or streams. 

2esymtfU11~ submitted. 




